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In NC, some cancel 
plans, stay home as 
other events go on 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN AND KATE 
MURPHY 


mquillin@newsobserver.com 
kamurphy @newsobserver.com 


As the coronavirus outbreak 
graduated to worldwide pan- 
demic status on Wednesday, 
North Carolinians searched for 
balance between dread and 
indifference. 

The NCAA announced that 
March Madness games still 
would be played, but with fans 
watching from the safety of 
their homes rather than from 
seats in packed arenas. The 
UNC System announced all of 


its schools will move to online 
classes for the time being to get 
students out of classrooms. 
Some employers are sending 
their workers home to do their 
jobs until it’s safe to return to 
the crowded cubicle farms. 

But while Durham’s Full 
Frame documentary festival 
announced it would be cancel- 
ing this year’s event, other en- 
tertainment venues are sticking 
to the dates on their marquees, 
offering free hand sanitizer, 
doubling down on cleanup be- 
tween shows. 

State health officials have 
been focused on slowing the 


spread of the illness out of con- 
cerns that a sudden spike in the 
number of cases — especially 
severe cases requiring hospital- 
ization — could overwhelm the 
capacity of medical resources to 
care for them. 

“T’m less focused on how 
many people ultimately will be 
impacted by coronavirus,” said 
Dr. Mandy Cohen, secretary of 
the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services. “What I 
want to see is that spread to be 
as slow as possible.” 

That way there won’t be as 
many people relying on the 
state’s medical system all at 


once, Cohen said. Without med- 
icines or a vaccine, the best way 
to slow the spread is through 
social distancing. 

Cohen said health officials are 
encouraging businesses to offer 
telework options and flexible 
sick leave. Although she recog- 
nizes not everyone has that 
privilege to work from home, 
including teachers and restau- 
rant staff. 

She also said she expects 
more universities to take action 
to extend spring breaks, cancel 
campus events and switch to 
online classes for the spring 
semester, as Duke University 
and Elon University have. 

Right now, businesses, 
schools and other organizations 
are canceling events or altering 
their operations based on the 
recommendations from the 
state. But if there’s an acceler- 
ation of cases in North Carolina, 
the government will likely step 
up its restrictions and enforce 
the closure of public institutions, 
services or events, according to 
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Hundreds protest in downtown 
after officer-involved shooting 
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RALEIGH 

A 26-year-old man shot by a 
Raleigh police officer Tuesday 
night appears to be holding a 
gun in his right hand as he 
rounds a corner and comes 
face-to-face with the officer, 
according to video from the 
officer’s body camera released 
late Wednesday. 

It’s not clear if the officer or 
the man said anything to each 
other, because the video re- 
leased by the Raleigh Police 
Department doesn’t contain 
audio for those moments. The 
audio resumes after the man is 
lying on the ground with a gun- 
shot wound to the abdomen. 


Police say the video shows the 
encounter between Javier Torres 
and the officer who fired a sin- 
gle shot at him Tuesday evening 
behind a house on Duckling 
Way, off New Bern Avenue. 
Torres was taken to WakeMed. 

The shooting sparked hun- 
dreds of people to march in 
protest through downtown late 
Tuesday night and early 
Wednesday. 

With shouts of “no justice, no 
peace,” and some people wear- 
ing masks, the crowd was fol- 
lowed by a heavy police pres- 
ence as the protesters went from 
Fayetteville Street to Hillsbor- 
ough Street, to the governor’s 
mansion and then to Moore 
Square. 

“T have kids, and this is my 
community,” said Wanda Gil- 
bert Coker, a community activ- 
ist. “We're sick and tired, and in 
the words of Fannie Lou Hamer, 


and we’re sick and tired of being 
sick and tired.” 

Earlier Tuesday night, a Ra- 
leigh police officer responding 
to a report of a man with a gun 
shot the man, identified as Ja- 
vier Torres, near North Rogers 
Lane in the eastern part of Ra- 
leigh. 

A handgun was found at the 
scene of the shooting, according 
to police. 

On Wednesday afternoon, 
police said Torres has been 
charged with altering or remov- 
ing a gun’s serial number; going 
armed to the terror of the pub- 
lic; and resist, delay, and ob- 
struct. 

In a pre-dawn news confer- 
ence Wednesday, Police Chief 
Cassandra Deck-Brown blamed 
“reckless and false information 
that has been spread on social 
media” for inciting the protests. 
She said the body cameras worn 


JESSICA BANOV jbanov@newsobserver.com 
Hundreds of people marched and protested Wednesday in Raleigh after a 26-year-old man was shot by a police officer Tuesday night. 


by police will show those rumors 
were incorrect — including a 
rampant Twitter rumor that the 
suspect was just carrying a pizza 
box. 

“You will see the individual 
does have a pizza box, but he 
also has a gun,” she said. 

Torres was running directly at 
an officer with a gun, the chief 
said. The officer shot one time 
and the bullet hit Torres in the 
abdomen, she said. 

Police Attorney Ashby Ray 
and Wake County District At- 
torney Lorrin Freeman asked a 
judge Wednesday morning to 
release police body camera 
footage from the shooting. 
Judge Graham Shirley granted 
the release, saying it was in the 
public’s interest, and several 
video clips were made available 
at about 5:30 p.m. 
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Submitted photos 


Rep. Yvonne Lewis Holley, left, 
and Sen. Terry Van Duyn, were 
first and second, respectively, 
in the Democratic primary. 


Without 
runoff, 

Holley is 
nominee 


BY DAWN BAUMGARTNER 
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RALEIGH 

A week after coming in 
second place in North Car- 
olina’s Democratic primary 
for lieutenant governor, state 
Sen. Terry Van Duyn of Ashe- 
ville has decided not to re- 
quest a runoff election, mak- 
ing Rep. Yvonne Lewis Holley 
of Raleigh her party’s nomi- 
nee in the general election 
this fall. 

“Senator Terry Van Duyn is 
a great Democratic leader in 
the Senate. We can always 
count on her to support Med- 
icaid expansion, protect wom- 
en’s rights, and invest in pub- 
lic education,” Holley said in 
an emailed statement. “Sen- 
ator Van Duyn is a colleague 
and a friend, and I appreciate 
the opportunity to stand with 
her in the General Assembly,” 
Holley said. 

The Smoky Mountain News 
first reported that Van Duyn 
wouldn’t request a runoff. She 
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Census often 
undercounts 
youngest 
children 
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RALEIGH 

The push is on to get people 
to fill out their 2020 census 
forms, particularly among 
groups that have traditionally 
been missed in previous cen- 
suses, such as African-Amer- 
icans, renters and people who 
live in poverty. 

But one of the groups most 
undercounted in the 2010 
census will remain oblivious 
to the efforts to make sure 
they’re included this time: 
children under the age of 5. 

An estimated 4.6% of chil- 
dren from newborns through 
age 4 — about 1 million na- 
tionwide — were not counted 
in the last census, the highest 
percentage of any age group, 
according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. It’s not their fault, of 
course; young children rely 
on adults in their household 
to fill out the forms and to 
include them. 

Some of the undercount 
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